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September 16, 2010

James Z. Turner, President

Alta Colleges, Inc.

200 S. Colorado Blvd., Tower II – Suite 800

Denver, CO  80222

Re: Westwood College Online
Dear Mr. Turner:
It has come to the attention of the Educational Approval Board (EAB) that Westwood College Online is enrolling Wisconsin students. An August 20, 2010 article in the Wisconsin State Journal and a written complaint received by the EAB on September 1, 2010 make clear that the risk exposure to Wisconsin residents warrants our attention (enclosed). 

In Wisconsin, the EAB has jurisdiction over for-profit postsecondary schools, operating either on-line or on-ground.  Under state law [s.38.50(2), Wis. Stats., and EAB 4.01 (1), Wis. Adm. Code],  a school, whether located within or outside the state, shall not operate, conduct business, offer any program, advertise or enroll students unless it has been approved or determined to be exempt.  
Westwood College Online is not approved by the EAB and therefore must immediately cease enrolling residents from the state of Wisconsin.  Failure to do so may result in enforcement action.  In accordance with s.38.50(10)(e), Wis. Stats., any person who is in violation of state law may be required to forfeit not more than $500.  Each day of operation in violation constitutes a separate offense.   If Westwood College Online wishes to offer its programs to Wisconsin residents, the school must apply for and receive approval from the EAB.
The EAB seeks a response to this letter by September 30, 2010 stating how Westwood College Online intends to comply with Wisconsin law.  In addition, please provide a complete and detailed response to the student complaint that is enclosed. 
Should you have questions regarding the requirements in Wisconsin, do not hesitate to contact me directly at (608) 267-7733.

Sincerely,
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David C. Dies
Executive Secretary

c:  Sandy Tarver, Department of Justice
State of Wisconsin / Educational Approval Board
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