Prisoners released by post-conviction DNA testing

The following Wisconsin prisoners were freed at least in part on the strength of DNA evidence:

Fredric Saecker (Buffalo County) 
Sexual assault, burglary, kidnapping 
Conviction overturned in 1996 after DNA results excluded Saecker as the source of male DNA found on the victim, who had been taken from her home and sexually assaulted. Saecker had spent nearly seven years in prison.

Ralph Armstrong (Dane County) 
Murder, sexual assault 
Barred from retrial in July after a judge ruled the original prosecutor committed misconduct. Armstrong’s conviction had been overturned in 2005 by the state Supreme Court after testing found unknown male DNA, but none from Armstrong, on victim. Armstrong had been imprisoned for nearly 30 years.

Anthony Hicks (Dane County) 
Sexual assault 
Released in 1997 after about five years in prison. Testing excluded Hicks as the source of DNA on hairs that prosecutors said tied Hicks to the crime.

Forest Shomberg (Dane County) 
Sexual assault 
Freed after six years in prison in November after DNA testing on victim’s clothing found unknown male DNA but not Shomberg’s. Shomberg had insisted he was the victim of mistaken identity.

Evan Zimmerman (Eau Claire County) 
Murder 
Convicted in 2001 for the murder of his former girlfriend. Conviction was overturned on appeal after his trial attorney was found ineffective for failing to present evidence that DNA collected before the trial excluded Zimmerman. The prosecutor dropped the case in 2005 during the retrial. Zimmerman, who was free pending his retrial, had spent two and a half years in prison.

Beth LaBatte (Kewaunee County) 
Double murder 
Convicted in 1997 of a 1991 homicide of two elderly women. DNA profiles on several pieces of evidence, including the murder weapon, all excluded LaBatte. On the basis of the DNA evidence, LaBatte was granted a new trial in 2005, and the state dismissed all charges in 2006.

Steven Avery (Manitowoc County) 
Sexual assault, false imprisonment, attempted murder 
Convicted in 1985, Avery was freed 18 years later after testing showed the DNA on the victim matched the profile of a man serving 60 years for sexual assault in crimes committed after the assault in this case. In 2007, Avery was convicted of murdering a 25-year-old woman.

Chaunte Ott (Milwaukee County) 
Murder 
Released in 2008 after 13 years in prison after test results showed male DNA found on the victim matched profiles taken from two other victims killed while Ott was in prison. Walter Ellis has been charged in the other two murders plus five others, all of them involving strangulation. Prosecutors have declined to charge Ellis with the murder for which Ott was convicted. 

Robert Stinson (Milwaukee County) 
Murder 
Convicted in the 1985 murder of a Milwaukee woman found with bitemarks that experts tied to Stinson. He was freed after 23 years in prison after DNA testing showed male DNA on the victim that excluded Stinson and experts testified the bitemarks could not have come from Stinson.
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